Administration of George W. Bush, 2007 / June 12

NoTE: The President spoke at 2:57 p.m. at the
Eleiff Center for Education and Culture. In his
remarks, he referred to Olga Borissova, director,
Centre for European Programmes, American Uni-
versity in Bulgaria. Participating in the event were
Stanko Stankov, Katya Georgieva, Hristina
Jordanova, Nita Gojani, and Filjor Broka, recent
graduates, and Nemanja Gruicic, student, Amer-
ican University in Bulgaria; Dilyana Mincheva and
Bilyana Hristova, students, University of Sofia;
and Hawa Ansary and Stanislav Andreev, recent
graduates, American College of Sofia.

Proclamation 8156—Father’s Day,
2007
June 11, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

On Father’s Day, we reflect on the many
ways that fathers contribute to the lives of
their children with spoken words and
unspoken kindness.

Fathers are one of the most important in-
fluences in the lives of children, and their
unconditional love is an indispensable anchor
of certainty and strength. By placing their
family’s well-being above their own, fathers
provide children with an example of what it
means to be a responsible person. Through
unwavering devotion and daily sacrifice, fa-
thers work to create an environment where
children are protected and encouraged. Fa-
thers instill in their children an under-
standing of right and wrong and help them
to grow in confidence and character. These
dedicated men strive to give their sons and
daughters the necessary foundation to make
good choices and lead lives of purpose.

On Father’s Day and throughout the year,
we honor the men who have taken on the
great joy and responsibility of fatherhood,
and we celebrate their extraordinary impact
and influence. All Americans are especially
grateful to the many fathers who are serving
their country as members of the Armed
Forces, and we lift them and their loved ones
up in prayer.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
in accordance with a joint resolution of the
Congress approved April 24, 1972, as amend-

793

ed (36 U.S.C. 109), do hereby proclaim June
17, 2007, as Father’s Day. I encourage all
Americans to express admiration and appre-
ciation to fathers for their many contributions
to our Nation’s children. I direct the appro-
priate officials of the Government to display
the flag of the United States on all Govern-
ment buildings on this day. I also call upon
State and local governments and citizens to
observe this day with appropriate programs,
ceremonies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eleventh day of June, in the
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:47 a.m., June 12, 2007]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on June 13.

Remarks at the Victims of
Communism Memorial Dedication

June 12, 2007

Thank you all for coming. Please be seat-
ed. Dr. Edwards, thanks for your kind words.
Congressman Lantos—no better friend to
freedom, by the way; Congressman Rohr-
abacher, the same. Members of the Czech
and Hungarian Parliaments; Ambassadors;
distinguished guests; and more importantly,
the survivors of Communist oppression, I'm
honored to join you on this historic day.

And here in the company of men and
women who resisted evil and helped bring
down an empire, I proudly accept the Vic-
tims of Communism Memorial on behalf of
the American people.

The 20th century will be remembered as
the deadliest century in human history. And
the record of this brutal era is commemo-
rated in memorials across this city. Yet, until
now, our Nation’s Capital had no monument
to the victims of imperial communism, an
ideology that took the lives of an estimated
100 million innocent men, women, and chil-
dren. So it’s fitting that we gather to remem-
ber those who perished at communism’s
hands and dedicate this memorial that will



